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Last week’s La Grange 
City Council meeting ended 
with a new city budget, but 
no compensation tax, which 
has led to another down-
grade in the city’s credit 
rating.

La Grange Mayor Bill 
Lammlein confirmed on 
Tuesday the city’s credit 
rating was officially down-

graded by Moody’s Investor 
Service. Moody’s analyzes 
credit ratings of thousands 
of corporations and entities. 
The downgrade will hamper 
the city’s ability to borrow 
money to pay off $10 mil-
lion in bonds borrowed to 
purchase land for a business 
park in 2005. The park, a 
joint project between the city 
and Oldham County Fiscal 
Court, so far has only one 
tenant.

The city’s credit rating 
was downgraded earlier 
this year from A3 to A2; on 
Tuesday, it dropped another 
three points to a BA2 rat-
ing. The report said there is 
now “substantial credit risk 
involved” with anyone who 
loans money to the city.

The compensation tax, 
also known as the wage 
tax, was voted down 4-3 by 
city council and would have 
taken an extra 1 percent out 

of the paycheck of anyone 
who works within La Grange 
city limits. Lammlein twice 
proposed the tax, which 
would have been used to pay 
off the bonds. 

Lammlein said the city 
has no other plan in place 
for paying off the debt. 

Council member Jason 
Taylor, who voted against 
the tax, said he is confident 
more money to put toward 
the debt can be found in the 

city’s 2013-14 budget. The 
original line item for debt 
reduction in the first budget 
was just over $100,000; after 
tweaking other line items, 
the budget committee added 
another $136,000 to debt 
reduction.

Taylor thinks other taxes, 
such as the ad valorem 
property tax and a new 
10-percent tax on insurance 
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A 39-year age gap may make Paula 
Covault and Alysha Hiser seem an unlikely 
pair, but for nearly six years they have 
been a dynamic sisterly duo.

Covault, 55, and Hiser, 16, were matched 
by Big Brothers Big Sisters of Kentuckiana 
in 2007 after Hiser was having difficulty 
socializing, being comfortable with herself 
and interacting with other people, Hiser said. 

“At first I was iffy about doing it,” Hiser 
recalled of getting a big sister. “[But] I 

instantly clicked with her, and at the time 
I didn’t do that sort of thing.” 

Covault said she had “empty-nest syn-
drome” after her son, Nick, went off to col-
lege. She said has been volunteering since 
she was a child and believes mentors are a 
necessity for children as they grow. 

“We owe it to our next generation,” 
Covault said. “This world is tough, and it 
takes more than one person to raise a child.
I had great mentors — everyone needs sev-
eral mentors.”

202 S. 1st Street Suite 1• La Grange, KY 40031 • 502-222-7183 • www.oldhamera.com

New to Town?
 Visit oldhamera.com to get the latest news about what’s going on in your community. 

Find Us on 
Facebook!

 THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2013 | OLDHAMERA.COM | OLDHAM COUNTY’S NEWSPAPER | 75¢ | VOLUME 137 | ISSUE NO. 43 | 26 PAGES | (502) 222-7183

The Oldham EraThe Oldham EraThe Oldham Era
SPORTS | NOLL claims nine district titles; 11- and 

12-year-olds have eyes on earning a 10th. 
See B1

ALLEGED 
MURDERER 

PLEADS 
NOT GUILTY
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Pewee Valley resident 
Gail Kelley, 51, pleaded 
not guilty during an 
arraignment hearing 
Monday to a murder 
charge related to the 
death of her live-in 
boyfriend, Michael T. 
Evans, 44.

Police arrived at Evans’ 
home in the 9200 block of Margaret 
Ann Court around 5:30 a.m. Saturday 
after receiving a report of a possible 
homicide there. After forcing entry into 
the home, officers found Evans dead 
from an apparent head injury. 

Kelley told police she struck Evans 
in the head with a hatchet, which was 
found in wrapped in a bloody towel 
in a trash can in the driveway. The 
investigation is ongoing; the Oldham 
County Medical Examiner’s Office has 
yet to determine cause of death. 

Neighbors told police the two often 
argued and that Kelley was a victim 
of domestic abuse. 

Kelley declined an interview 
request. She is being held in isolation 
at the Oldham County Jail.

Evans was a graduate of Oldham 
County High School and worked at the 
Ford plant in Louisville for 20 years. 

MAYOR: CITY MAY DEFAULT ON BONDS
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Members of the Group Cares’ Buckner Workcamp begin construction on a wheelchair ramp leading to the front door of Jerry Sheldon’s 
home on Crystal Drive in La Grange. The volunteers worked through the week at 37 other sites in Oldham county from June 30 to July 5.
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Big Sister Paula Covault, 55, teaches Little Sister Alysha Hiser, 16, the art of 
knitting. The two are using yarn made from alpacas Covault raises herself.

Volunteers from far away assist local residents in need
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Hundreds of young people from all over the United 
States descended on Oldham County last week to help 
out local less-fortunate residents.

Oldham was just one of 48 locations nationwide 
where Group Cares, formerly Group Workcamps 
Foundation, set up camp. From June 30 to July 5, 
230 young people participated in the Buckner Youth 
Workcamp, coming from as far away as North Carolina, 
New York, Illinois and Michigan. They went to work at 

38 homes to do repairs and projects for disabled indi-
viduals and low-income families. The local group was 
sponsored by First Christian Church of Louisville.

While not at their worksites, campers, who ranged 
from junior high school-age to young adults, slept in 
classrooms at Oldham County High School and had 
meals in the cafeteria through the week.

Alan Parsons, a member of the First Christian and 
project manager for the Buckner camp, said the volun-
teers did everything from interior and exterior paint-
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Age holds no barrier to lasting friendship
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Moody’s credit-rating downgrade will hamper ability to borrow money 
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Spot 
the 

WINNER

DOT SPOTTED! 
If this is your vehicle you have until 5 

pm Friday, July 12 to claim your prize 

by stopping by The Oldham Era. You’ll 

need your plate # and the vehicle pic-

tured to claim your prize.

Dairy Queen  
of La Grange

A special thanks to our local business sponsors: 

Yew Dell Botanical 
Gardens

If you want to play Spot the Dot grab your dot at 
the following businesses:

The Oldham Era, Dairy Queen (La Grange), Yew Dell 
Gardens, Heady-Radcliffe Funeral Home, Oldham 

County Physical Therapy, Crestwood Hardware, 
Beard’s Outdoor Equipment

Karen’s Book BarnBurning Bush Grille
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Countertops • Fixtures • Shower Doors • Ceramic Floors & Other Flooring Options

WE HAVE MANY SOLUTIONS!

Remodel Your Bathroom In Just 1 Day!

• Eliminates mold and mildew • 
• Easy to clean • NO MESS •

• All work installed by 
Factory-Trained Employees • 

• FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION • 
• Lifetime guarantee • 

• VA GRANTS AVAILABLE for those who qualify

call now and get a 

FREE TOILET 
OR VANITY

Limit one per bathroom. Valid with coupon at time of presentation only. Not valid with any 
other offers or on previous sales. Not valid with tub liner only. Expires September 7, 2013.

KENTUCKIANA

Covault said spend-
ing time with Alysha 
has helped her with the 
aging process, and she 
has learned as much as 
she has taught through 
the relationship. The 
two explore new foods, 
arts and crafts, plays, 
photography, and 
whatever else piques 
their interests.

“ ‘Too old to do that’ 
is not a phrase exists 
in my vocabulary any-
more,” Covault said. 
“She keeps me a kid. 
As an adult, it’s easy 
to get bogged down. 
If we could all keep a 
childlike perspective, 
this would be a better 
place.”

As the oldest of three 
girls, Hiser said she 
didn’t have anyone to 
look up to as a men-
tor, but Covault has 
been “awesome” to 
have around as a car-
ing, adult role model. 
Having someone older 
than her to help her 
get through life’s chal-
lenges – someone who 
isn’t as strict as her  
parents – has helped 
her grow.

“I needed a friend, 
someone I could look 
up to,” Hiser said. “I’m 
very blessed to have 
her. I don’t think I 
smile [more than I do] 
than when I’m around 
her.”

Covault and Hiser 
were recently featured 
on WHAS-11 in a pro-
file about Big Brothers 
Big Sisters; their story 
illustrated the bond 
between an older-than-
typical-volunteer and 
her Little Sister.

Kristin Milosevich, 

a community engage-
ment manager with Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of 
Kentuckiana, said the 
organization has about 
400 children on its 
waiting list. Milosevich 
said the average age 
of the volunteer base 
is about 30, which is 
why Big Brothers Big 
Sisters is partnering 
with Humana for the 
Humana Legacy pro-
gram to get more vol-
unteers 55 and older, 
like Covault.

“We want it to be a 
long-term shift in the 
way we think about 
BBBS and the way 
we recruit, as well.” 
Milosevich said. “We 
need more Paulas to 

come in and be big 
brothers and big sis-
ters. Paula is a great 
example of a big sister. 
In their match relation-
ship, you see that they 
have fun together and 
care about each other 
and enjoy each other.”

While Covault is a 
nurse with Humana, 
she didn’t start vol-
unteering through 
the Humana Legacy 
program. But the rela-
tionship she has with 
Hiser was considered 
for the criteria used 
to create the program, 
said Remy Shu, direc-
tor of communications 
and volunteerism with 
Humana.

“They’ve been a great 

example of the type of 
interactions that occur 
and what a big brother 
and sister get out of 
things,” Shu said.

Big Brothers Big 
Sisters matches official-
ly end when mentees 
turn 18, but Covault 
and Hiser say they’ll be 
lifelong companions.

“Its friendship — it’s 
not just because of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters,” 
Hiser said.

To find out more 
about volunteering 
with Big Brothers Big 
Sister of Kentuckiana, 
visit BBBSKy.org.

Email us about this 
story at: intern@old-
hamera.com.

Sisters
Continued from A1
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Alysha Hiser, 16, takes pictures of alpacas that her Big Sister, Paula Covault, 55, raises at her 
home. Hiser has been Covault’s Little Sister for the past six years, and their relationship is a 
‘great example” of what can happen between mentors and mentees, said Remy Shu,  director 
of communications and volunteerism at Humana.

Wesley Robinson
Highlight


