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obituaries

BY EMILY LANGER

Gabriel Kolko, a leftist histo-
rian who drew admiration and
criticism for books that skewered
generations of American policy-
making, died May 19 at his home
in Amsterdam. He was 81.

His death was announced in a
statement distributed by his
friends and forwarded by Eric
Garris, founder of Antiwar.com, a
Web site with which Dr. Kolko was
associated as a writer and finan-
cial contributor. The cause could
not be confirmed immediately.

Dr. Kolko was educated at insti-
tutions includingHarvardUniver-
sity and began his career amid the
cultural and political divisions of
the 1960s.

Mainly associated with left-
wing schools of thought, he also
attracted a following among liber-
tarians, although he rejected that
association, and more broadly
among the contrarian-minded.

He wrote more than a dozen
books, contributed to a range of
publications and taught for many
years at York University in Toron-
to. He was the sort of historian, a
writer once observed in the
Toronto-based Globe and Mail,
who tries to “wriggle out from the
tortuous corridors of history the
reasons why humanity behaves in
certain ways, usually unwisely.”

Dr. Kolko became widely
known in intellectual circles for
his books “The Triumph of Con-
servatism: A Reinterpretation of
American History, 1900-1916”
(1963) and “Railroads and Regula-
tion, 1877-1916” (1965), two vol-
umes in which he argued that the
progressive era was not nearly as
progressive as was suggested in
prevailing notions of history.

Government leaders had not
trust-busted for the benefit of the
public,heargued.Rather, theyhad
pursued regulatory policies that
ultimately benefitted big business
by limiting upstart competitors
and cementing industry as a pow-
erful force in American politics.

“As new competitors sprang up,
and as economic power was dif-
fused throughout an expanding
nation,” he wrote, “it became ap-
parent to many important busi-
nessmen that only the national
government could rationalize the
economy.”

In later books — notably “The
Politics of War” (1968), “The Lim-
itsofPower”(writtenwithhiswife,
Joyce, in 1972) and “Confronting
the Third World” (1988) — Dr.
Kolko looked in a similarly critical
fashion on U.S. foreign policy.

He wrote extensively about
what he regarded as the conse-
quences of excessive American in-
tervention in the affairs of other
countries and described the Unit-
ed States in “Anatomy of a War”
(1985), one of several volumes he
wrote on Vietnam, as “the major
inheritor of the mantle of imperi-
alism in modern history.”

In particular, he faulted policy-

makers for pursuing agendas that
prodded “the political destinies of
distant places to evolve in a man-
ner beneficial to American . . .
interests.”

His works drew the notice of
historians including David Her-
bert Donald, who, writing in the
NewYorkTimes in1970,described
Dr. Kolko as an “impressively pro-
ductive scholar” but one who pre-
sented a “simplified, almost sche-
matic version of history.”

His admirers praised what they
regarded as his originality and
insight. Critics pointed to what
they considered the one-sided and
strident nature of his arguments.

Many nonetheless acknowl-
edged his contributions to schol-
arship.

“This book is simultaneously
original and dogmatic, perceptive
and blind, clearly reasoned and
clogged by ambiguity and awk-
ward prose,” the noted historian
Gaddis Smith wrote in the Times
in a review of “The Politics of War.”

“It is also the most important
and stimulating discussion of
American policy during World
War II to appear in more than a
decade. It cannot be ignored.”

Gabriel Morris Kolko, the son of
two teachers, was born Aug. 17,
1932, in Paterson, N.J. He was a
1954 graduate of Kent State Uni-
versity in Ohio, where he wrote an
honors thesis on socioeconomic
history.

He received a master’s degree
from the University of Wisconsin
in 1955 and a doctorate in history
from Harvard University in 1962.

In the late 1960s, he participat-
ed in a private tribunal in Europe
— organized by philosophers Ber-
trand Russell and Jean-Paul Sar-
tre, among others — to investigate
U.S. actions in Vietnam.

Before joining York University
in 1970, Dr. Kolko taught at the
University of Pennsylvania and
what is now the University at Buf-
falo. In addition to writing for
Antiwar.com, he also contributed
to publications including the po-
litical journal CounterPunch.

His wife, the former Joyce Man-
ning, whom he married in 1955,
died in 2012. A complete list of
survivors could not be confirmed.

He defied easy categorization.
Days after his death, Reason mag-
azine posted online a letter he
wrote in 1973 after the publication
had included him in a list of pro-
fessors whose university classes
might appeal to libertarians.

“Under no circumstances
should I be listed in your Registry,
or thought to be in any manner a
supporter of your exotic political
position,” he wrote.

“I have no common area of sym-
pathy with the quaint irrelevancy
called ‘free market’ economics.
There has never been such a sys-
tem in historical reality, and if it
ever comes into being you can
count on me to favor its abolition.
Sincerely, Gabriel Kolko.”
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OF NOTE

Obituaries of residents from the
District, Maryland and Northern
Virginia.

Earnest R. Oney,
CIA political analyst

Earnest R. Oney, 93, who spent
30 years as a CIA political analyst
assigned to the Middle Eastern
desk, died May 24 at a hospital in
the Bronx. The cause was conges-
tive heart failure, said a daughter,
Myra Oney.

Dr. Oney was born in Welling-
ton, Ohio, and served as an Army
medic during the Allied invasion
of Normandy and the Battle of the
Bulge. He later was a linguist and
decoder in the Office of Strategic
Services, the wartime forerunner
of the CIA. He joined the CIA in
1950 and served two tours in Iran.
He moved to Croton-on-Hudson,
N.Y., fromWinchester,Va., in1999.

Richard L. Hughes,
personnel management
specialist

Richard L. Hughes, 80, a per-
sonnel management specialist for
several government agencies, in-
cluding the Coast Guard from
1980 to 1987, died May 29 at a
hospital in Bethesda. The cause
was cerebral vasculitis, said a
stepdaughter, Aihua Zhou. Mr.
Hughes, a Bethesda resident, was
born in New York. He worked for
the State Department, the Navy
Department and the National
Guard before joining the Coast
Guard. He was fluent in Japanese,
Spanish, Portuguese, German,
French and Swahili, his family
said. He was a volunteer with
Mothers Against Drunk Driving.

Nicholas D. Cantwell,
Air Force colonel

Nicholas D. Cantwell, 79, a re-
tired Air Force colonel who spe-
cialized in defense systems pro-
curement, died April 29 at a hos-
pice in Harwood, Md. The cause
was kidney failure, said a daugh-
ter, Karen Cantwell. Col. Cantwell,
an Edgewater, Md., resident, was
born in Roebling, N.J., and played
semiprofessional baseball in the
1950s. He served as an Air Force
contracting officer, and postings
included assignments in Thai-
land, Belgium and Germany. He
received decorations including
the Legion of Merit before his
retirement in 1983. He later was
director of contracting for Martin
Marietta. His memberships in-
cluded Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Catholic Church in Edgewa-
ter.

C. Howard Hardesty Jr.,
lawyer, oil executive

C. Howard Hardesty Jr., 92, a
partner at the Washington law
firm of Andrews & Kurth from
1985 until his retirement in 1994,
died April 27 at a hospital in West
Palm Beach, Fla. The cause was a
stroke, said a daughter, Sarah
Hardesty Bray.

Mr. Hardesty was born in Fair-
mont, W.Va., and moved to the
Washington area in the late 1970s.
Before joining Andrews & Kurth,
he was president and chief execu-
tive of what is now Purolator In-
ternational. He split his time be-
tween homes in St. Michaels, Md.,
and the District before moving to
Vero Beach, Fla., in 1994.

— From staff reports

BY WESLEY ROBINSON

The District has an official
flower, the American Beauty
rose. The city also has an official
bird, the wood thrush, and an
official tree, the scarlet oak. But
unlike most U.S. states, it has no
official rock.

A fourth-grade class in North-
west Washington is seeking to
change that.

Students in teacher Risha
Clark’s classroom at John Eaton
Elementary discovered while
they were studying Earth science
recently that the city doesn’t
have an official rock. That
seemed like a problem to 9-year-
old Peter Herrick.

“I thought, after I figured out
Maryland had a state gem, that
there was a rock we could have,”
he said, referring to Maryland’s
Patuxent River stone.

Peter suggested that the Poto-

mac bluestone would represent
the District well, as it is common-
ly found in the region and has
historic significance, resting at
the foundation of the White
House and the Capitol.

When D.C. Council member
David A. Catania (I-At Large)
visited the class a few days later,
the students thought it would be
a good opportunity to push their
agenda.

“Mr. Catania came into our
classroom and asked if we had
any questions. I asked if we could
have a state rock,” Peter said. “It
just seems cool that we could
have a rock that we could ad-
mire. We already have a tree and
a flower.”

Catania said Tuesday that he
didn’t know anything about the
Potomac bluestone until he visit-
ed the Eaton class and was
impressed with the rock’s local
pedigree. From that inquiry, Ca-

tania helped the class launch the
“D.C. Rocks” campaign, which
led to the fourth-graders attend-
ing the council’s meeting Tues-
day wearing tie-dyed field day
T-shirts that they made.

Catania, who is running for
mayor, introduced a bill that
would make the stone the city’s
official rock by next year.

Clark, a teacher for 24 years,
said that she has previously tak-
en students to see what lawmak-
ers do but that this is the first
time her students have been the
catalyst for legislation. School
officials say the project has
helped the students work on
public speaking, persuasive writ-
ing, geology and social studies.

“It’s a nice civics lesson they’re
getting,” Clark said.

Kendal Stewart, 10, said that
she had never been to the John A.
Wilson Building, where the
council meets, and that she was

excited to see government at
work.

“We don’t always get field trips
like this one,” she said, compar-
ing it with museum excursions.

Tuesday’s events were the first
steps in recognizing Potomac
bluestone as the official rock of
the District, said Brendan
Williams-Kief, Catania’s chief of
staff. The proposal won’t come
up for a vote before the fall, so
the students hope to return as
fifth-graders to witness the out-
come.

All of the council members in
attendance Tuesday offered sup-
port as co-sponsors of the class’s
D.C. Rocks project.

Peter Herrick said he could
not think of anything else that he
would lobby the council for, but
others in the class had plenty of
ideas, including longer recess
and free candy.
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BY JENNA PORTNOY

richmond — Republican con-
gressional candidate Dave Brat
continued to avoid the media
spotlight Tuesday, making only
brief remarks to reporters be-
fore retreating to a closed-door
appearance before a local Rota-
ry Club breakfast.

Brat also canceled a public
appearance that had been
scheduled for Wednesday, and
although he added to his sched-
ule an event that his campaign
called a “news conference” the
next day, the announcement
noted that “there will be no
Q&A or individual interviews.”

Brat, who is a professor at
Randolph-Macon College, was
thrust into the national spot-
light overnight after defeating
House Majority Leader Eric
Cantor (R-Va.) in last week’s
primary in central Virginia’s
7th Congressional District.

Despite staging the biggest
political upset in recent memo-
ry, Brat has remained almost
completely out of sight since his
victory party, while Cantor

went on ABC’s “This Week” on
Sunday. Brat did submit to a
phone interview with Chuck
Todd on MSNBC the day after
the primary, but he stumbled
when asked questions about his
foreign policy positions.

Tuesday’s event, a breakfast
hosted by the Midlothian Rota-
ry Club, was billed as open to
the media, but a group of about
a dozen reporters and television
cameras were not allowed into
the DoubleTree Hotel ballroom
where the breakfast was held.

Instead, members of the me-
dia were ushered into a small
conference room, where Brat
read a less-than-two-minute-
long statement and did not take
questions.

Campaign spokesman Brian
Gottstein said it was the Rotary
Club’s decision to keep the
event private even though the
campaign had invited reporters
to cover it on Monday.

The club’s acting president,
Chandler Williams, said that
although he did not make the
call to keep the event closed, he
agreed with it.

Brat, in his statement to re-
porters, said his campaign will
focus on solving the nation’s
economic problems.

“Too many Virginians are
still suffering without jobs, suf-
fering under the rising costs of
Obamacare, and the govern-

ment’s attempts to spend our
way into prosperity have prov-
en to be a dismal failure of the
last few years. We have to work
on real solutions to these prob-
lems and to get our nation back
on track,” he said. “We’ve got a
message of economic prosperity
that we’re going to share with
central Virginians across the
district over the coming weeks.”

Brat attended the meeting as
a guest of a member and was
not the keynote speaker; that
honor fell to incoming presi-
dent Chris Winslow. Club mem-
bers were surprised to see a
gaggle of reporters camped out
in the hallway, Williams said.

“I found his comments very
unpretentious. He was not
there to campaign. He was
there to just introduce himself,”
he said.

About an hour after he ar-
rived, Brat was whisked out a
rear door and into a black
Dodge Durango. He was expect-
ed to spend the rest of the day
huddled with staff, Gottstein
said.

The campaign has a transi-
tion team of 15 people, includ-
ing paid and volunteer staff, he
said. In the early stages of
building a national campaign,
the staff is still looking for
phones and computers for of-
fice space in Midlothian and
Innsbrook, he said.

Brat, who trounced Cantor
despite spending less than
$200,000 on his primary cam-
paign, has enjoyed “steady”
fundraising since his win,
Gottstein said.

“Today, we’re hitting the
ground running, meeting with
people across the 7th District.
When we knocked on doors and
spoke to thousands of people on
the campaign trail, we found
that they were eager to send
someone to Washington who
has a deep understanding of
economics and that can actual-
ly help to fix the real problems
we face in this country,” Brat
said.

In the MSNBC phone inter-
view, Todd asked Brat whether
he was in favor of arming Syrian
rebels.

“Hey, Chuck,” Brat respond-
ed, “I thought we were just
going to chat today about the
celebratory aspect. I’d love to go
through all of this, but my mind
is just, I didn’t get much sleep.
. . .” He later added: “I just
wanted to talk about the victory
ahead and thank everyone who
worked so hard on the cam-
paign.”

Brat faces Jack Trammell (D)
in November’s general election,
and in a heavily Republican
district, he is seen as the favor-
ite.
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The public Brat still has little to say
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Congressional candidate Dave Brat leaves a Midlothian Rotary Club meeting Tuesday near Richmond. It was his first campaign
appearance since defeating House Majority Leader Eric Cantor in the 7th District primary.

Near Rotary breakfast,
media are left to chew

on very short statement

BY JENNA PORTNOY

In a rare public appearance,
former governor Robert F. Mc-
Donnell on Tuesday evening
joined a who’s who of establish-
ment Republicans, including
2012 presidential nominee Mitt
Romney and U.S. Senate candi-
date Ed Gillespie.

As McDonnell awaits trial on
federal charges that he and his
wife traded the prestige of the
governor’s office for money and
gifts, he reflected on his fate,
Majority Leader Eric Cantor’s
stunning primary loss last week,
Gillespie’s chances against Sen.
Mark R. Warner (D-Va.) and the

commonwealth budget crisis.
Supporters lined up to get a

handshake or hug from McDon-
nell during former lieutenant
governor Bill Bolling’s annual pic-
nic in suburban Richmond.

“I’m doing really good,” Mc-
Donnell told reporters. “I’ve got
immense support from family
and friends. It’s been an extraor-
dinarily difficult time for me and
my family. I’ve been in public life
for 37 years, never experienced
anything like this where people
have questioned my integrity. I
have immense faith in God and
the justice system, and we’ll get
through this.”

Turning to politics, McDonnell

called Cantor a “dear” friend and
said his loss to a relative un-
known, Dave Brat, will be detri-
mental toVirginia andshows that
there are all kinds of Republicans.

“It shows that we’re not a
monolithic group, that we have a
broad coalition of conservatives,
of libertarians, of moderates that
all believe in the basic message of
fiscal responsibility and limited
government, and sometimes peo-
ple from different parts of that
coalition make a stronger case
during an election cycle,” he said.

Earlier, Bolling noted that tea
party-backed Brat was invited to
the event but had a scheduling
conflict. This year’s “Burgers with
Bill,” traditionally a fundraiser,
was paid for by the Virginia Main-
stream Project, a group Bolling
formed to recruit like-minded Re-
publicans to run for state office.

Bolling was outmaneuvered for
the party’s nomination for gover-
nor in 2012 by then-Attorney Gen-
eral Ken Cuccinelli II, who many
in the party considered too ex-
treme for Virginia voters.

Gillespie, a former Republican
National Committee chairman,
easily secured the nomination by
courting the tea party and grass-
roots activists. He chaired Mc-
Donnell’s 2009 campaign for gov-
ernor. “I think it’s going to be a
very, very competitive race,” Mc-
Donnell said. “Ed Gillespie’s a
remarkable human being. I’ve ap-
pointed he and his wife to boards.
I know their heart, and I know
their service.”

Romney also endorsed
Gillespie and slammed Warner
over taxes, Obamacare and for-
eign policy.
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